BEGINNINGS OF FICTION

the souls of those who study and reflect," At the same time,
lie was too good a democrat to write for geniuses alone. lie
believed that while they were being stirred by the ideas of a
novel, ordinary readers could be captured by the plot,

Brown's important books were written in a few vivid
months, spent mostly in New York, His specific indebtedness
to Godwin appears chiefly in a fondness for the central situa-
tion of Odkh Williams: an innocent and somewhat helpless
youth in the grasp of a patron turned enemy. The parallel is
exact in ArfJmr Mervyn (1799-1800), which brings a young
man of that name to Philadelphia, makes him blunder into
the secret of a murder, and subjects him to elaborate perse-
cutions from the murderer* A surviving fragment of the lost
S&yAVaJk (written in 1797} shows that Brown there varied
the Godwin .situation by making the patron a woman, In
Onnonc! (1799) by still another variation a woman is the
victim: Constant!*! Dudley, pursued by the enthusiast and
revolutionary Ormond until in self-defense she is obliged to
till him* Constantia won the passionate regard of a greater
among Godwin's disciples, Shelley, to whom she was the type
of virtuous humanity oppressed by evil custom. But Brown's
victims do not have to undergo the cumulative agony of
Godwin's, for the reason that Brown worked too violently
to be able to organize a scheme of circumstances all converg-
ing upon any single victim. And more than his vehement
methods of work handicapped him in his rivalry with God-
win: to be a master of the art of calm and deliberate narrative
he must have had Godwin's cold and consistent philosophy
of life, which Brown had not.

The Godwinian elements in Brown now seem less impres-
sive than certain effects he was able to produce by the use
of native material, In 1793 he had fled with his family to the
country to escape the epidemic of yellow fever which then
visited Philadelphia; five years later he had gone through a
similar invasion of the plague at New York His letters,"

